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The winner takes it all,
The loser standing small;
Spectators of the charm,

Always stay alone.
The game is on again,

A lover or a friend;
A big thing or a small,
The winner takes it all.
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His is a three-dimensional approach

Indushree

ART MUST not be egoistic. It must be simple like a child.
Everybody should like it and feel like touching it,"” these are the words
of Mr. T.S.Nagabharana, which sum up his approach to his work.

A name to reckon with in Kannada film industry, in a career
spanning three decades, he has to is credit several successful theatre
productions, award winning films and films that were successful at the
box office.

True to Lao Tse's saying that a journey of one thousand miles begins
with a single step, Mr. Nagabharana's saga began with a step that was
least expected to lead him to films.

Born in Talakadu, Mr. Nagabharana came to Bangalore to complete

‘his graduation and fulfil his father's dreams. While he was in PUC, Adya

Rangacharya, a theatre personality, was scheduled to conduct a three-
month course in dramatics. Neither this nor the chance to learn from big
names in theatre such as B.V.Karanth and Sai Paranjape lured
Mr. Nagabharana to enroll himself, What attracted him to the course
was the allowance of Rs. 1.50 a day that was paid to students who joined
the course.

This playful attitude did not last long. Soon, Mr. Nagabharana
realised that theatre required a serious professionai approach. It was
then that he had his first brush with the medium. But this did not prevent
him from completing his B.Sc., degree course followed by a law degree.

At first, Mr. Nagabharana was a backstage worker, before he
discovered the actor and the director in him. So far, he has acted in and
directed 13 plays. Sangya Balya, Sattavara Neralu and Jokumaraswamy
completed 100 shows, and the first two remain his favourite plays.
Mr. Nagabharana describes theatre as the "basic foundation for visual
medium." He came under the influence of two great stalwarts of Kannada
literature and art — Mr. B.V.Karanth and Mr. Girish Karnad. It was
under their tutelage that Mr. Nagabharana entered the world of cinema.
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For five years, he worked as an associate editor under them for films
such as Kadu, Tabbali Neenade Magane and so on.

In 1975, Mr. Nagabharana donned the mantle of a director with
the film, Grahana, which tackled caste system. Although it took two
years to complete the film, it fetched him two national awards (for the
best film on national integration and for the best script). It also won him
awards in Germany and China. Buoyed by this success, he made
Anveshane in 1982. It was the only Kannada film to feature the legendary
actress Smita Patil. But Mr. Nagabharana was labelled as a maker of art
films. To shed this image, he came up with Bangarada Jinke, which was
a commercial success. The suave film- maker terms his work as "bridge
cinema" where the expression of artistic media converges with economic
terms. What sets his directoral ventures apart is the unique combination
of a serious story-teller's approach with ingredients that appeal to the
common man.

His next venture was Banker Margayya, based on the novel, The
Financial Expert, by R.K. Narayan. The author, who was not happy
with the films based on his earlier works, was impressed with
Mr. Nagabharana's work.

If a film-maker's worth is measured by the number of awards he or
she has won, Mr. Nagabharana certainly has an impressive record. Of
the 26 films that he has made, 11 have fetched him national and State
awards and some of them have been screened at international film
festivals. His award-winning ventures include Asphota which dealt with
politics and Santha Sishunala Shariefa that was based on the life and
work of the sufi saint. Making characters out of the poems of K.S.
Narasimhaswamy and with the freedom struggle as a backdrop,
Mr. Nagabharana came up with Mysore Mallige and followed it up with
Chinnari Mutha, his first children's film. He also directed Akasmika
starring Rajkumar and Janumada Jodi which dealt with caste system
and did well at the box office.

Nagamandala based on Girish Karnad's play, is his most recent
work.

Mr. Nagabharana is clear about what he wants — be it on stage or
for the big screen. He views cinema as not just a means of entertainment
but as a medium through which he can communicate with his audience.
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"Art is an expression, and the expression must deliberately
communicate,” he says. According to him, the innocence of a child, the
experience of an adult and the wisdom of an aged man should converge
into art.

Mr. Nagabharana does not go after big names in the industry and
does not chum out "hits". He has been able to produce successful films
with new faces. He attributes this to his giving commercial cinema an
artistic approach. Instead of succumbing to hero-oriented films, he
explores the subject to get the right character.

His future projects include one on cancer and the social stigma
attached to it, and the other based on Dr. Shivaram Karanth's novel,
Chigurida Kanasu.

Mr. Nagabharana, who is convinced that television is a stronger
and more powerful visual medium than cinema, has been able to carve
out a niche for himself by making serials such as Sankranthi, a daily
soap. He has been passionately shooting for the serial, camping at about
20 km away from the City for over a year. Shot in a rural backdrop, he
says values portrayed in his serial are contemporary.

He intends to make another serial culminating in three novels from
three regions of Kamataka which will act as representative of three
cultures.

His work calls for spending time away from his family and Mr.
Nagabharana says his favourite pastime is to be with his family.

His wife, Ms. Nagini, a Kuchipidi dancer, designs costumes for
his projects. While his daughter, Shrutha, is in college, his son, Pannaga,
is a high school student. Pannaga has launched a website, shrutalaya.com,
that gives a brief insight into his father’s works and invites fresh talent
to join him.

As Mr. Nagabharana himself admits, he is yet to find an all-time
successful director or producer. Like any other film-maker, he too has
tasted failure. But from a story-teller who has strong conviction, one
can expect nothing short of quality cinema.

Courtesy : Indushree, Oct, 30, 2000.
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Looking BACK, looking ahead
Jyothi Raghuram

For a well-known professional in the arts, 50 is an age to look
back on his oeuvre and mull over it. But at this age, filmmaker T.S,
Nagabharana is as animated about the arts as he perhaps was three
decades ago, raring to make films whose depth, variety, and reach will
far supersede the ones he has made so far. As a director whose every
venture, be it TV serials or films, is proudly steeped in the ethos of this
region, his presence in the Kannada film industry and on television has
been that of a colossus zealously guarding the culture and tradition of a
people. The onslaught of remake films and mindless serials are alien to
our culture has not deterred this director from continuing to make his
ventures either culture-centric or value-based.

Currently a retrospective of his films is being held at the Puttanna
theatre, as a build-up to his 50th birthday bash at the Ravindra
Kalakshetra on January 23. One has known and interacted with
Nagabharana since his days as a backstage artiste back in the early 70s,
and it is a matter of pride to the art scene of Karnataka that he remains
as committed to his ideals as he was then, albeit tempered with a sense
of introspection. '

This is echoed in his observation, in the course of an interview to
The Hindu that people are watching serials and films alien to our culture
at all. While entertainment and projecting ideals should be the objective
of a film, glorifying sex and violence will erode the value system of a
society. Self-policing is imperative when you are trying to communicate
to amass audience. It is the joint responsibility of those within the industry
and the audience to make and encourage quality films.

These are not empty words. Nagabharana has lived up to his beliefs
and ideals, as testified by his films. From Grahana in 1978-79, which
powerfully portrayed the barbaric practices of the caste system, to his
latest Chigurida Kanasu (2003), which looked at the inevitable search
for one's roots as the years go on, each one of his films have had a
stimulating — and often disturbing ~— content, whose matrix has been
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the ethos, culture and customs of a people even as they have a universal
appeal. '

Anveshane, dealing with unemployment amongst the middle class,
Santa Shishunala Sharifa, with its secular message of universal
brotherhood, Mysore Mallige, with its lyricism and music, Chinnari
Mutha, an endearing and educative children's film, Janumada Jodi, on
young love that transcends caste barriers, Nagamandala, a folklore-based
film that looks into love and fidelity in marriage, and Neela, with its
tribal girl who fights feudal tyranny for the sake of her village —
Nagabharana's films are arresting for their impact, melody tunes, and,
above all, for offering an end product that can be viewed by the entire
family.

Of the 28 films he has made so far, 14 have received prestigious
awards at the State and national level. Six have been selected for the
Indian Panorama. He has bagged the Best Regional Director Award at
the national level seven times, and a like number of times at the State
level. The Karnataka Nataka Academy and Puttanna Kanagal awards,
the Berkeley award and numerous other private recognitions from well-
known organisations, including those abroad, have been his.

His TV serials such as Sankranthi, Jeevan Mukhi, Mussanje, Gelati
and Namma Nammalli, to name just a few, are noteworthy for their
thought-provoking portrayal of reality, subtle message, and their
quintessentially regional presentation. Maha Maayi, his mega serial for
Udaya TV which will be telecast from January 12, promises to be as
substantive. The serial looks into the beliefs and superstitions of people,
prompting viewers to think whether such beliefs or otherwise stem from
their own personal needs and experiences, "without, however, taking a
stance". A children’s film and a historical on Kumara Rama, are two
projects that animate him right now.

Looking back on his decades of experience and work on stage,
cinema, and TV, Nagabharana says: "The disappointment that some of
my ventures have not done well is temporary. | sometimes reflect on my
works and wonder what was lacking. Butitis as much the responsibility
of the public to elevate the quality of films by being more discerning.
How it is going to be for Kannada films in future years is something 1
am unable to gnage. Filmmaking techniques and concepts have changed.




202 2308

But the bottom line should always be taste and quality, which sense of
accountability should come from within."

If cinema has brought him fame, it is theatre which gave him the
base for it, and which remains his passion. Nagabharana has been a
weighty presence in some of the best theatre troupes. He is the founder
president of Benaka Children's Theatre centre.

With a degree in science and law, English and Kannada literature
have not only been a favourite pastime, but are reflected in the subjects,
strong scripts and language of his films. His village background has
ensured that his works are steeped in a rich heritage and folklore, with
great emphasis on music. His close interaction with theatre and literary
stalwarts such as B. V. Karanth, Chandrashekhar Kambar, Girish Karnad,
and Adya Rangacharya has helped hone his creativity.

Shruthalaya his brainchild, "is a rendezvous for theatre and film
learning and research"”.

He hopes to continue his journey. As he puts it: "My works are just
a small contribution towards bringing in a cultural revolution. Much
needs to be done. At 50, I am as much introspecting on my works as I
am animated about new ventures."

Courtesy : The Hindu, Jan. 12, 2004,
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‘I needed another take off’

— 8. Nanda Kumar

TS Nagabharana looked a happy man. As Deccan Herald caught
up with him at a sound recording studio in Kumara Park, Nagabharana,
punctual, waded through the host of technicians and other people who
inhabit the Kannada film world, graciously accepting their
congratulations and shaking hands all around. Nagabharana had just
arrived on the train from Dharwad, where he had gone to perform in a
play the previous day.

After nimbly finishing an interview with a Cable TV network, he
settled himself in for the interview, whilst a plate of mosaranna (curd
rice) was placed before him. As he urged me to start the interview, the
incongruity of it all struck me. A theatre-person, sitting in a commercial
film recording studio, eating his late lunch, talking about a National
Award. His film Singaravva had bagged the award — and I couldn't
help thinking, after a long time.

Did he also feel that? "In the last seven years, I was keen on
reaching this bridge cinema. Because that has been my motto, where I
must reach my people, at the same time, I must reach the national and
international level. That was happening right from the film Aasphota,
followed by Mysooru Mallige, Chinnari Muththa and others. Which
ran very well and got the national awards and all that. But when I did
Nagamandala, Vimochane and Neela, 1 didn't get it. I didn't reach that
point. So I was trying to analyse, and find out what was happening.
Was my approach to film-making wrong, or are the people not taking to
cultural-based subjects? Or may be because of the onslaught of television
during that time, because in the last ten years a lot of channels have
come in. I was trying to analyse all this. Singaravvais again my kind of
film, I expected it to run very well as well as get national and
international recognition. Unfortunately it was not received very well
by the public. But the fortunate thing was it was selected for the Karlovy
Vary festival, the Berlin Forum, Dhaka festival ... and I got the national
award. So it means, I still have some fire in me! I am very happy about

ity
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it, because I needed another take-off from Singaravva and I think I
have got it." '

So, how did he deal with this period of self-doubt? "This is always
there for a creative person. Always. I always doubt myself and ask
myself whether I can do it. Because I am from theatre. Before I enter
the stage, I always ask myself, ‘can I justify this role today?' Before I
enter this question always arises. But once I enter, I say to myself, 'yes.
I can justify my role today' Same thing with these films. I confidently
did these films. Even today, anybody can see these films and say it was
good. Vimochane when it was released, ran for only four or five weeks,
but when it was shown on television, everybody rang me and said it
was such a good film, why didn't it run well. I told them that was because
they didn't see it in the theaires."

These films that had not made it to the national awards had
obviously dwelt on Nagabharana's mind for quite some time. He added,
with a smile, "In a way I am very happy that these films didn't make it.
It kept me fighting and trying, again and again, let me work it out. It is
this kind of a workaholic attitude and confidence was what got me to
Singaravva."

Nagabharana takes great pains to explain his pet theme of 'bridge
cinema. "Tomorrow I am working on Chigaridha Kanasu which has
powerful commercial hero, Shivarajkumar. The blending has to be done
by someone. Otherwise these films will never communicate, will not
reach. I am not doing something dirty or below the belt to achieve this.
I'am trying to entertain them, and at the same time, give the film some
purpose. You can see from my filmography that this is what I have
always done."

So, now that he had got it, did it really matter so much for a film
maker like Nagabharana after all these years and all those achievements?
He laughs out loud at my question. "It is what I call a maanadhanda. A
measure. There are two ways of measuring the success of films. One is
a commercial success. The other is critical applause, such as the National
Award. This measure we have reached. It also gives an additional
responsibility to the film maker. He feels more responsible for what he
does later. At the same time, his ego gets a boost. So he can do a really
good job the next time!"
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Turning away from the rosy picture of successful award-winning
films, I turned Nagabharana towards the present scenario in Kannada
films. Wasn't the situation a bit grim? Optimism still ran high in his
veins. "These kind of fluctuations keep happening. This visual medium
has the potential to attract new adventurers, new abilities. That is what
is keeping it going continuously. Compared to other industries, where
the loss is 70 to 80 per cent, it should have closed down long back. It
has not closed. This kind of cycle goes on repeating. Two years ago,
there was a lull in production. This year it is very heavy.”

And what about quality? "According to me, things are not so bad.
In fact in the last ten years, the technical quality and the quality of
performances have improved a lot. What exactly is going wrong is that
people who are less-trained are getting into it. I always demand this of
my friends and others who wish to get in, get trained, get prepared to
enter cinema. It is a must. Like any other job, it requires training,
professionalism. Once that happens, it will automatically improve the
quality.”

People kept popping in and out of the room we were meeting in,
as Shivarajkumar was expected anytime for a song recording.
Nagabharana was determined to complete the interview. So, I continued,
an eye on the studio clock, has the Kannada film industry got out of the
rut of making remakes? "Not completely out, no, I wouldn't say that,
but there is a check - because of the television. Because if you switch
on the Tamil TV channel, we see the original film. And if the public
sees that and compares it to the Kannada film released here, the
comparison is immediate, and the audience showing lip in the theatre is
lost."

While on the subject of television, Nagabharana quietly points
out that almost 50 per cent of the ticket-paying audience has been lost
out to television. So what does he expect from the State Government to
check this alarming trend, and bring back audiences to what was once
Bangalore's famed cinema halls on Kempe Gowda Road? The film-
maker shakes his head, and says that the state Government would have
to change the exhibiting system. But we cannot deny the fact that 50
per cent of the audience, especially women and the middle class, have
been lost to TV. But I feel that people will have to come out of their
houses to meet others. And cinema halls are meeting places. They cannot
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keep sitting in front of their TV sets forever. They will have to find a
way out. The next generation will come out to the cinema halls, I have
always believed that." Whether it was the optimism generated by the
award, or wishful thinking, I had to be content with that reply.

But he comes back to the subject of what else the state government
could do for the film industry. "There is a lot of confusion in the subsidies
that the state government is giving. There should be a uniform policy,
and to do that, they will have to have a film policy And a Film Academy
to work out the details. Something that will deal with things other than
business. If you think that cinema is a language for communication like
Konkani and Tulu and Kannada, and if you can give those languages
academy status, the Government has to do the same for the Film industry.

“And especially on children's films, they will have to induce people
to get into the children's film movement in a much bigger way Like
Andhrais doing in such a big way. Actually Karnataka used to be in the
forefront before, now they (Andhra Pradesh) are it."

Is there a resurgence of Kannada films that are based on novels
and plays? "I would not call it a resurgence. It is just that there is a sort
of check on remakes, thanks to TV. So, it is more like traffic users
behaving themselves and following rules because there is a policeman
watching! If there is nobody watching, he will not follow rules and ride
or drive wherever he wants! Similarly when the film makers are not
able to do remakes because of the audience, he naturaily goes and looks
for stories right here in Kannada literature, which is always there and
has always been there. If he can spend Rs.10 lakhs on the rights to a
remake, he can easily spend Rs. five lakhs for a good writer and the
best story right here - so that way it has started working!"

It is ironic that the TV audience that has shifted from cinema is
also catered to by film makers like Nagabharana and some others.
Nagabharana smiles wryly when I point this out. "When 1 take up a
film, I don't do any television. For example, I am now only working on
Chigaridha Kanasu."

There is no time to take him up on the subject, as the clock has
run its course, and the people popping in and out seem to have reached
a frantic pitch. "Small budget films are needed and it will work out in
the present scenario," he says, as he gathers himself up and leaves for
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his recording. He was obviously in a wonderfully loquacious mood,
but it will have to be for another day, another award, I think to myself,
as I let myself out into the real world with its rush and traffic, and no,
they weren't following the rules like Nagabharana wished - there were
no policemen on this road!

Courtesy : Deccan Herald, Aug, 3, 2003
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